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From The United States Army in Somalia 1992-1994, released by the U.S. Army Center of Military History, this
drawing is entitled “On the Alert.”  By Jeffrey Manuszak, the scene depicts “boots on the ground,” in
Mogadishu, and appears at page 17 of the work.
Circling above, the men on board "Super 62" could tell that Mike Durant and his crew were in serious trouble.
Two experienced Delta Force snipers, Randy Shughart and Gary Gordon, wanted to help out. They knew, of
course, that theirs could be a suicide mission. They descended the rope anyway.
Shughart and Gordon saved Durant's life, but it was not long before they were both dead. In a shocking display
of mob behavior, Somalis dragged Gordon's body through the streets of Mogadishu.
Americans, at home, later watched the scene on the evening news.
Mike Durant was sure he was going to die. The mob would have killed him but for the intervention of Yousef
Dahir Mo’Alim, a local Somali militiaman who thought Durant was worth more alive than dead.
The rest of the American troops would now face what no one would have earlier believed. As Tim Wilkinson
later said, "We stumbled into a hornet's nest."
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Rescue Attempt - Clip from Black Hawk Down
Short video clip, from Black Hawk Down, directed by Ridley Scott, produced by Jerry
Bruckheimer and released by Sony Pictures.
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