
Happiness

Three weeks after our wedding, we moved to Europe.
We had not completed our college educations,

We didn't speak the language,
We didn't know the customs,

We didn't understand much about life on any continent.

Between us we earned less than $150 a month.
Our rent was $100.

We were a couple of kids
Embarking on a new adventure.

We struggled.
We were happy.

Many years later some things are different.
We completed our college educations,

We learned the foreign language,
We grew up.

We know a bit more about life.
Together we earn more than we need each month.

But some things are the same.
We still struggle.

We are still happy.

It wasn't lack of wealth
That made us happy before.

It isn't possession of material things
That makes us happy now.

It's the intangible part of life
That we embrace:

Best friends
Building a life together,

Fellow strugglers
Supporting one another,

Mutual achievers
Caring what happens to each other,

Pals
Playing together,

Lovers
Being together.

We are different sides
Of the same coin.

That's happiness.
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